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DRAFTED BY NEA:ALATHERTON, JR./HLK 
APPROVED BY NEA - ALERED L. ATHERTON, IR. 
S/S-0;TGMARTIN 
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TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, IS, EG 

SUBJECT: SADAT MESSAGE RE RETURN OE ISRAELI BODIES 

REE: CAIRO 1 1459 (BEING REPEATED TO TEL AVIV) 

1. ATHERTON CALLED ISRAELI MINISTER BAR-ON TUESDAY MORNING, 
JULY 12, TO CONVEY THE FOLLOWING. IN PRIVATE TALK WITH 
PRESIDENT SADAT FOLLOWING LATTER'S MEETING WITH SENATOR 
JAVITS SUNDAY, AMBASSADOR EILTS HAD HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
EMPHASIZE OUR HOPE THAT ALL CONCERNED WILL CONTRIBUTE TO 
CALMING THE ATMOSPHERE EOR THE PERIOD AHEAD WHEN WE ARE 
TRYING TO GET NEGOTIATIONS STARTED AND, IN EFFECT, TO "AC- 
CENTUATE THE POSITIVE." SADAT HAD SUBSEQUENTLY CONTACTED 
EILTS TO INFORM US THAT HE HAD INSTRUCTED THAT ARRANGEMENTS 
BE MADE THROUGH UN TO RETURN 19 ISRAELI BODIES TO ISRAEL. 
ATHERTON SAID WE HAD NOT BEEN AWARE THERE WERE ADDITIONAL 
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BODIES AND THIS HAD BEEN ENTIRELY SADAT’S INITIATIVE BUT 
IN CONTEXT OF OUR GENERAL EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE STATEMENTS AND 
ACTIONS CONDUCIVE TO THE PEACE PROCESS. WE ASSUME ISRAELIS 
WOULD WANT TO WAIT UNTIL THEY WERE OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED BUT 
HAD MEANWHILE WANTED TO SHARE WITH THEM THE INFORMATION 
PRESIDENT SADAT HAD CONVEYED TO US. VANCE 
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66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:TMARTIN 
APPROVED BY:S/S-0:TMARTIN 

025421 122018Z/65 

O 121940Z JUL 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 
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NODIS 

WHITE HOUSE FOR BRZEZINSKI 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 161492 ACTION TEL AVIV INEO CAIRO 
DATED lUL 12: 

QTE: SECRET STATE I6I492 
NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, IS, EG 

SUBJECT: SADAT MESSAGE RE RETURN OE ISRAELI BODIES 

REE: CAIRO 1 1459 (BEING REPEATED TO TEL AVIV) 

1 . ATHERTON CALLED ISRAELI MINISTER BAR-ON TUESDAY MORNING, 
JULY 12, TO CONVEY THE FOLLOWING. IN PRIVATE TALK WITH 
PRESIDENT SADAT FOLLOWING LATTER'S MEETING WITH SENATOR 
JAVITS SUNDAY, AMBASSADOR EILTS HAD HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
EMPHASIZE OUR HOPE THAT ALL CONCERNED WILL CONTRIBUTE TO 
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CALMING THE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE PERIOD AHEAD WHEN WE ARE 
TRYING TO GET NEGOTIATIONS STARTED AND, IN EFFECT, TO "AC- 
CENTUATE THE POSITIVE." SADAT HAD SUBSEQUENTLY CONTACTED 
EILTS TO INFORM US THAT HE HAD INSTRUCTED THAT ARRANGEMENTS 
BE MADE THROUGH UN TO RETURN 19 ISRAELI BODIES TO ISRAEL. 
ATHERTON SAID WE HAD NOT BEEN AWARE THERE WERE ADDITIONAL 
BODIES AND THIS HAD BEEN ENTIRELY SADAT'S INITIATIVE BUT 
IN CONTEXT OF OUR GENERAL EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE STATEMENTS AND 
ACTIONS CONDUCIVE TO THE PEACE PROCESS. WE ASSUME ISRAELIS 
WOULD WANT TO WAIT UNTIL THEY WERE OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED BUT 
HAD MEANWHILE WANTED TO SHARE WITH THEM THE INFORMATION 
PRESIDENT SADAT HAD CONVEYED TO US. VANCE UNQTE 
VANCE 
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